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to dispose of more. Cut this *8 with scissors for the papers almost
untearable.

Ever yours

1368.           FROM EDMUND YATES TO THE

COMMITTEE OF THE GARRICK CLUB
i JULY 1858

My text is taken from Garrick Club: Correspondence, p. 4.

Doughty Street, W. C,

July ist, 1858.
Gentlemen,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Secretary's
letter of the 26th ultimo, making me acquainted with the Resolu-
tions you passed on that day, in reference to "Mr. Thackeray's
complaints against Mr. Yates."

With all respect and deference, I beg to state to you, that I
will not retire from the Club, and that I cannot apologize to Mr.
Thackeray.49 I would very gladly do the latter, if the terms of

48 A draft for five pounds on Sir John Lubbock, which Mrs. Becher did
not use, forms the bottom part of this letter.

49 Yates (Recollections and Experiences, II, 23) notes that before he wrote
this letter, he read Thackeray's veiled allusion to him in number IX of The
Virginians (chapters 33 to 36) for July, his implication being that by such a
stroke Thackeray had closed all avenues to an apology.   Chapter 35 of the
novel begins with a paragraph on marriage, in which Thackeray develops the
proposition that  "there are few better  ways of securing the  faithfulness
and admiration of the beautiful partners of our existence than a little judi-
cious ill-treatment, a brisk dose of occasional violence as an alterative, and,
for general and wholesome diet,  a cooling but pretty constant neglect."
"Women will be please with these remarks," he continues (Works, X, 293),
"because they have such a taste for humour and understand irony; and I
should not be surprised if young Grubstreet, who corresponds with three
penny papers and describes the persons and conversation of gentlemen whom
he meets at his 'clubs', will say CI told you so! He advocates the thrashing of
women!   He has no nobility of soul!   He has no heart!'   Nor have I, my